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CAMPUS

Reopened fraternity seeks to defy stereotypes
Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin

Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
ASUM Senator Luke Simms is the president of potential fraternity Phi Delta Theta.

John Belushi’s character in Animal
House would probably not make it into
Phi Delta Theta.
The fraternity is looking to reopen a
chapter at The University of Montana,
and Phi Delta Theta recruiters said,
with diverse members and a no-alcohol
policy, it’s not a stereotypical “frat.”
“We want to be diverse and represent
the community,” said Phi Delta Theta
leadership consultant Steven Fleming.
Fleming, a recent graduate of
Whitman College in Washington,
is here in Missoula to foster the reopening of Phi Delta Theta, which

closed in 2002 due to not having
enough members.
“Animal House did a lot of negative
things,” he said, “but then again, fraternities did that to themselves in the ‘70s
and ‘80s.”
Fleming said in 2000 Phi Delta Theta
became the first fraternity to ban alcohol
from its houses nationwide.
He said the organization first started
by asking non-Greeks in Missoula what
fraternities could do better. “A complaint we unilaterally heard was that
we’re not addressing the gay community,” he said.
UM student Alexandria Holter is
president of the Lambda Alliance. She
said since hearing about it, two anony-

mous Lambda members are now interested in joining Phi Delta Theta.
ASUM senator and international relations major Luke Simms is now president of the potential chapter. He first
became interested after seeing a Facebook ad. “I joined once I realized it had
more purpose than just getting together
and hanging out,” he said. Now, Simms
wants to see Phi Delta Theta become the
biggest and best fraternity on campus.
“We’re going to have 16 hours of community service required,” he said, “I
think right now the most required is 15.
It’s only one more hour, but it’s going for
that goal.”
Right now, the unhoused fraternity
See FRATERNITY, page 5

MISSOULA

Fin: Popular restaurant closes abruptly

Kate Whittle
Montana Kaimin

After 23 years of business, Finnegan’s Family Restaurant in Missoula announced its closing yesterday.
By 5 p.m. the door was locked and tearful servers were
leaving. Kalispell branch manager Greg Kelly and a
few other staff members were busy packing up equipment and kitchen gear on Tuesday night.
“It boils down to not enough business,” Kelly said.
Finnegan’s was a 24-hour diner notable for its burgers,
cheese fries and a variety of pies. As recently as Monday, Finnegan’s had posted photos of customers and
cake on its Facebook page.
The closure came as a surprise to the Missoula community and to Finnegan’s staff. Wendy Ramsey and Carl
Donaldson, both Finnegan’s employees of more than 20
years, were packing up leftover food to take home. “We
found out at three,” Ramsey said, “They sent the manager from Kalispell to tell us they were closing.”
Ramsey had been working at Finnegan’s since 1989.
“I’m just sad because I have a lot of memories,” she
said, wiping her eyes.
Ramsey will miss her favorite customers most of
all. Donaldson agreed. “And I’ll miss the employees’
camaraderie,” he said, as he walked out the door
carrying the last cherry pie.
The Kalispell branch of Finnegan’s remains open.
kate.whittle@umontana.edu

34°F | 27°F

Alisia Duganz/Montana Kaimin
Finnegan’s Restaurant closed suddenly Tuesday afternoon after 23 years of business.
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EDITORIAL

COOKING COLUMN

Poor, drunk and hungry

Mustache Wednesday

; {D

Screw winter

by Joe Pavlish, News Editor
by Kate Whittle
November can be pretty daunting for a young man on a college
campus. Great football games remind you of the people who are better athletes, classes winding down remind you of the people who are
smarter and “No-Shave November” reminds you that you shave eleven months of the year because when you don’t, you look like a creep.
But here we are, Dec. 1, and now that that’s all out the window, it’s
time to celebrate your creepiness with “Mustache Wednesday.”
You didn’t spend four weeks ruining your chances with the girl
you sit next to in class for nothing. You didn’t go home for Thanksgiving and explain your new look to your grandma just to shave it all
off when the month ended. You didn’t put off applying for a job for
winter break just to clean up and apply when December hit.
No, those long, blonde hairs have been growing like a map of
towns in Montana for a reason.
Luke Conway, a professor of social psychology, said that men grow
facial hair for all sorts of reasons. He named laziness, the physical
pain of the razor and protection from the Montana cold as reasons he
hasn’t shaved this November.
Conway also said that some socio-historical research suggests that
men wear facial hair in order to attract women.
“The funny thing is, if men think a lot of facial hair makes them
more attractive to women, they’re probably wrong,” he said. He cited
a recent study that suggests that women don’t find a lot of facial hair
particularly attractive, but, in fact, they like their men with stubble.
“So men should be going for the ‘light shave November’ or ‘Don
Johnson November’ if their goal is to simply look more physically attractive to women.”
Conway went on to say that facial hair has been associated with
“manliness” pretty much forever, and it is certainly associated with
masculinity today. He said that some evolutionary psychologists say
that viewing facial hair as masculine is “built-in” to us, because it
serves as some adaptive purpose in mate selection.
“So that would at least suggest that this perception has been
around pretty much forever and that it isn’t going to change any time
soon,” he said.
Conway is well-known around campus for his mullet, that he said
shows another reason why men may not shave.
“We see Billy Ray Cyrus wearing his mullet, and we wear it too,
because, well, he’s cool! And [then] we see him drop it, and we drop
it, too,” he explained. “[It’s the] same thing with facial hair.”
A professor in the anthropology department agreed with Conway,
saying that facial hair has a different cultural meaning all over the
world. She said that in this multi-ethnic society we tend to think everybody can grow facial hair — but that is not true in some areas of
the world.
It seems to me that one of those areas of the world is Missoula,
where I have seen some pretty sad facial hair in the last month. Being
an owner of one of these “patchy beards,” I must say that I think it is
more manly to wear gross facial hair than to actually be able to grow
a beard. I have respect for any man who made it through November.
So, join me, former boys of The University of Montana, friends.
Join me in giving those intermittent whiskers a proper send off. Wear
that ‘stache today, for one day, as a testament to manliness.

joseph.pavlish@umontana.edu

So it seems, in the last few
weeks, the weather, which had
been mild and friendly, suddenly turned all heavy-metal
WINTER on us. This was an
excellent time to discover that
my apartment is poorly insulated and we can’t change the
thermostat. Denial becomes
your best option: time to crank
up the salsa and drink tequila!
If you have pumpkin leftovers
from Thanksgiving, you can
use it to make unusual but
tasty enchiladas.
This is a half-assed version
of margaritas. I would like to
apologize ahead of time to all
the cultures I am offending.

Limey Margarita
(The Cheap Gringa)
• Tequila (Gin works well
here, too)
• Frozen can lime juice
concentrate
• Real lime
• Club soda (optional)

Blend equal parts lime
juice concentrate and tequila
— measure each out in shot
glasses. Pour in a glass and
top with a splash of lemon
juice and club soda to taste.
Garnish with a slice of real
lime so you look all fancylike.

of the pumpkin puree, then
sprinkle diced potatoes
over ‘em. Some chopped
broccoli or carrots might
be tasty, as well. Drizzle a
little enchilada sauce down
the middle of the enchilada. Roll the tortillas up
and place in a baking dish
or loaf pan. Pour the rest of
the can of enchilada sauce
over the arranged enchiladas and top with shredded
cheese. Put in the oven and
bake for about 25 minutes,
or until cheese is melted
and sauce is bubbling.
Note: This, darling readers, is the last Poor Drunk
and Hungry column this
year. Thank you for the kind
words and the irate emails
from culinary students. Until next semester, you can
keep up with Kate’s cooking
adventures (and much more)
at sillypunk.blogspot.com.

Veggie-Pumpkin
Enchiladas
• One package tortillas
• Can of pureed pumpkin
• Diced potatoes (or any
cooked vegetables you
enjoy)
• Can of enchilada sauce
• ½ package cream cheese
• 1 cup shredded cheese
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Heat up tortillas in
the microwave for a minute so they easily bend to
your will. On each tortilla,
spread a dollop of cream
cheese and a few spoonfuls

LETTERS

to the

kate.whittle@umontana.edu

EDITOR

Plea for textbook buyback
Dear UM Students,
With finals fast approaching, you may not
be thinking about spring semester, but we
are. The staff at The Bookstore is busy ordering course materials for all the up-coming
spring courses. We work with a variety of
vendors, including used book wholesalers,
to get the best textbook prices. This helps
you, the student, save money.
We know that books are expensive, and
we know that shelling out hundreds of dollars a semester for your course materials
isn’t easy. As a result, we’ve made acquiring used books our highest priority. But
the used book market has forced publishers to respond so they get their share of the
profit margin. They are pumping out new
editions more frequently in an effort to
slow used book sales. When you factor in
custom made books, electronic books with
online access, textbook rentals and places

like Amazon and Ebay, the choices expand
ten-fold. We have a lot of competition, but
we’ve tried to remain transparent in the
process. This is why we’ve put ISBNs and
links to Amazon on our website.
One of the major ways we keep costs
down is buying back used books from you.
But we can only do this with the support of
the faculty. We encourage faculty to submit
their textbook orders on October 15th and
April 15th of each year for the following semester. Knowing what course materials will
be used the following semester means we
can buy back those books from you. Their
early book orders are the most important part
to this process, and we hope that, with their
cooperation, we can help to save you money.
We know there are lots of places to sell
and buy used books. You’re smart, you’re
savvy. You know how to shop around, and
See LETTER, page 4
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CAMPUS

Educators, students learn about stresses
unique to children of military families
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
Most people emphasize the importance of
family during the holiday season and organize dinners, vacations or other activities.
But some children will be missing key family members at holiday events if their parents
or relatives are deployed overseas.
“We are all going through the holidays together, and it’s a good time to really appreciate the fact that we have our loved ones home
and can enjoy that. Some kids don’t have that
and their family could be in harm’s way,” Rob
Harper said.
Harper works for The University of Montana’s Institute for Educational Research
and Service, which is organizing a day-long
training session for educators and students
to learn how deployment affects children in
military families. The session will be Dec. 10
at the Doubletree Hotel.
“A lot of this might sound like common
sense, but it’s very important and useful to
put this into the context of children and the
classroom setting,” Harper said.
“I also think there are a lot of students on
campus that already volunteer with organizations where they come into contact with

kids in military
families
and
might not know
it,” Harper said.
The University of Montana’s Institute for Educational Research and Service will
“Any students
who anticipate
host a free training session Dec. 10 at the Doubletree Hotel on understanding
interacting with
the impacts of deployment on children in military families. Anyone interested in
military famiattending the training session for educators, counselors and others in related
lies or their chilfields should RSVP by Monday to Nancy Berg at 243-4973 or nancy.berg@mso.
dren in their
umt.edu. Continuing education credits are available.
future
careers
would get some
value from this.”
The session
walks attendees through the stages of deployment and the unique stresses children can
encounter from each one. The instructors also
will help participants learn to identify related
academic or social difficulties.
“There’s not any sophisticated skills we are
training here, just understanding,” Harper
said. “It’s looking at a classroom and looking
beyond what you see [right there] to the home
environment. That connection between home
and behavior in the classroom is really important.”

Register for the free training session

jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
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Brain Bus is coming and
everybody’s thumping
Lily Rabil
Montana Kaimin

A group of elementary school
students lined up outside of Lowell Elementary School, eager to
board the SpectrUM Brain Bus.
About half of the kids had been
to SpectrUM before this field trip.
Occupational Therapist Rebecca
Robertson from Community Medical Center stood at the front of the
bus pointing out different parts of
the brain on a green Jell-O model.
Some University of Montana
students like geology major Joe
Fairchild volunteer with Flagship
programs around town. Fairchild
volunteers three days a week. Yesterday he helped at Lowell for the
Brain Bus field trip. He said it was
his first time on the bus and that
he thoroughly enjoyed it.
Co-director of the SpectrUM
Discovery Area Holly Truitt said
it’s not uncommon to have university students participate in the
program to help students learn.
SpectrUM is a hands-on exhibit
area on campus. The exhibits are
aimed at children, and parents are
encouraged to participate along
with them.
The bus is part of SpectrUM, a
way to provide free field trips to
kids in the Missoula area. Truitt
said the field trip program is funded by businesses around town like
Allied Waste Services and Community Medical.
“What we learned is that in
Missoula County the greatest barrier to coming to SpectrUM is not
actually the admission fee but the
cost of the transportation,” Truitt said. “So SpectrUM partners
with businesses all over the city to
make the magic happen.”
The exhibits at Spectrum rotate
every semester. Truitt said once
the exhibits are taken down at
SpectrUM, they move on to rural
and tribal areas in the state.
The Brain Bus is new this year,
Truitt said, but they’ve been doing

Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Rebecca Robertson asks for volunteers from Lowell Elementary School’s Tricky
Science Club to help demonstrate functions of the brain on the “Brain Bus” Tuesday
afternoon.

free themed field trip buses since 2007.
The students in Lowell’s Tricky
Science Club gathered around a
large multi-colored brain model
and watched as Museum Operations Manager Jessie Herbert explained the different functions of
the brain.
Microbiology senior Amanda
Lockwood, who works at SpectrUM, stood off to the side preparing the dissection portion of the
exhibit. “SpectrUM is a great place
to come if you’re a younger student or a college student because
we have a lot of great information
about neuroscience,” Lockwood
said. “We do lots of activities and
we really like to cut up brains.”
She said she’s in charge of dissecting the sheep brains for the
kids, though she also cuts up cow
eyes, hearts and sometimes lungs.
Michael Kavanaugh, director of
the neuroscience center at UM, helped design the Colossal Brain exhibit.
“It’s gratifying to see the children
interacting with the different exhibits,” he said. “I think it’s been a success in bringing across some impor-

tant neuroscience concepts to them.”
After the students finished passing around pieces of the sheep brain
and playing a virtual brain surgery
game on the SpectrUM computer,
they boarded the Brain Bus for one
last lesson from Robertson.
On the ride home she explained
the importance of protecting the
brain and showed different types of
helmets. Hands shot up in the air as
the kids shared what they learned
from the exhibit.
Next semester the bus
will become the Motion
Bus, and exhibits at SpectrUM will focus on physics and movement. Lockwood said she’s helped
out with a lot of the exhibits and looks forward to
seeing the new activities
next semester.
Truitt said she’s hoping to find someone
who works with electric
engines for the motionthemed fieldtrips next
semester.
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu

LETTER
From page 2
we encourage you to do so. Who wouldn’t want more
money in their pocket? We know that you want to get
the most back for your books, but did you know that if
a book is being used next semester, we will often buy it
back for up to 50 percent of the retail cost? Used book
wholesalers offer a mere 5 to 30 percent (depending on
demand) of the retail cost to buy your books back.
In addition to buying for our store, we also buy for
Nebraska Book Company, a used book wholesaler. This
means you have more of a chance of selling your books
because we are buying for them as well.
When you sell your books with us, you can enter our
raffle. This is a way we can thank you for utilizing us
as your textbook store. Prizes this year include: lift tickets from local ski areas, a REI tent, a digital camera, a flat
screen HD TV, a $100 Good Food Store gift card and more.
The raffle is subsidized by the Nebraska Book Company.
The Bookstore is a not-for-profit organization that has
been student and faculty owned since 1921. We are not
part of a big chain store, nor are we owned by The University of Montana. In order to keep our not-for-profit
status, our profits have to equal overhead, and additional money needs to be put back into the community. We
are overseen by a board of directors made up of students
and faculty of UM. Since the beginning, our mission has
been to provide good service to the campus community.
We do this by working hard to keep the cost of textbooks down, offering student and faculty discounts on
computers and software, offering discounts on general
books and providing jobs for students.
Over the years, The Bookstore family has grown to
include The Market, Fact & Fiction Downtown and The
Bookstore at The College of Technology. Through this
expansion, we’ve been able to provide over 70 student
jobs to non-work-study students a year, offering both
convenience and competitive wages.
We appreciate your understanding, patronage and
support.
Sincerely,
The textbook staff at The Bookstore at The University
of Montana

Montana Kaimin
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Elk move on to Jumbo, humans move out
“
When those elk are trying to
Hannah J. Ryan
Montana Kaimin

With the cold settling in,
Missoula’s urban elk herds
are moving into their winter
range on Mount Jumbo, meaning recreationalists need to
move out.
The annual closure of parts
of Mount Jumbo starts today,
Dec. 1, to give the elk a better shot at surviving the winter. The southern portion of
Jumbo is closed until March
15 and the northern section
until May 1.
“When those elk are trying
to conserve energy throughout the winter and people
are hiking in their habitat
and pushing them around, it
stresses them out,” said Vickie Edwards, a wildlife biologist for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.
Approximately 75 elk winter in the saddle atop Mount
Jumbo. I-90, Milltown and
the Rattlesnake neighborhood developments hem in
the herd on three sides. This

Q+
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means the herd wanders
from the Lolo National Forest south across the slopes of
Jumbo, a smaller area than
most herds average.
Cold temperatures and
snow pack decrease this
herd’s habitat size even further in the winter, forcing
them to lower elevations to
feed, Edwards said.
“Before much of Jumbo
was brought into public
ownership, it was privately
owned and people didn’t
have access to the elk’s winter habitat,” said Jackie Corday, Missoula’s open space
program manager.
In 1997, Missoula residents
approved an open space bond
that contributed to buying
1,465 acres of Mount Jumbo,
and brought the majority
of the mountain into public
ownership. This purchase included the saddle-area on top
of Jumbo that had been approved for a subdivision. The
open space bond, Five Valleys
Land Trust, local organizations and residents raised $3.3

conserve energy throughout
the winter and people are
hiking in their habitat ...
it stresses them out.

”

Vickie Edwards
wildlife biologist for
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
million to buy the land and
preserve the mountain’s recreational as well as natural
features, namely the urban
elk.
Now any person and their
dogs can hike most of the
mountain. This presents a
challenge when protecting

with a rollergirl

the flora and fauna. People
are outside to see and experience those things, Corday
said.
“It’s important to provide
and protect this sanctuary for
[the elk],” Edwards said. “Especially as we are anticipating
a heavy snow fall this winter,

by Emerald Gilleran

Amara Williams stole the hearts of many in the crowd attending last month’s Hellgate Rollergirl’s bout. Skating the track in fishnets, her long blonde dreads flowed out from underneath
her “Jammer” helmet. She moved here from Vale, Ore. in 2008 to work for the forest service,
but had no idea that a couple years later she would be a co-captain and a co-committee head
for the Rollergirls under the alias “Dreadly Nightshade.”

Q: How did you get involved with Roller
Derby and the Hellgate Rollergirls?
A: I got involved through one of the founding
members, Delicious Demon. I was actually having a beer at the Northside “K” house in August
or September of ‘09. I overheard her talking to
someone else about it and I asked for her info.
I ended up sending her an e-mail and then she
put me on the e-mail list. I received her e-mails
for about 6 months before I finally went to my
first practice and was like, ‘Why didn’t I come
sooner?’ I realized it wasn’t just a thing where
people come to beat each other up.
Q: How long did it take for you to be
able to compete?
A: When I started we didn’t even have a place
to compete. We were practicing in a parking lot
out at Target Range Elementary School. It took
me a while to get my skates under me. But it’s
not terribly difficult for most folks, it’s more the
technical stuff like jumps and crossovers and
skating backwards and running on your skates.
Q: How long did it take for you to learn
and understand the rules of roller derby?
A: The rules are pretty complex to be honest. So jeez, it took me, I would say, four or
five months of skating because we were still
building the league. When we first started we
didn’t have testing levels. There are levels to
test up to before you can compete in a bout.
We really implemented that stuff in the summer of this year and I think that’s when I really
started to get it. And when we really started
scrimmaging that’s when it all came to together. When the contact starts happening, it’s really playing true life. Sometimes a new thing

will come up and I will think, ‘What happens
when that happens?’ So questions still arrive.
There are also a lot of penalty rules.
Q: What’s the most common penalty?
A: Cutting the track. That’s just where you
go outside of the track and gain coverage to
improve to a position while off the track. And
if you get knocked off the track and get back
in and get ahead of someone that was behind
you before you got knocked out.
And back-locking, which is where you ram
into someone from behind, Illegally. For instance
if there is someone behind you from the other
team, you can try to force a penalty on them by
going right in front of them. Even if you try not
to it’s hard to not back-lock sometimes.
Q: Have you gotten stage fright competing in front of hundreds of people?
A: Once we are playing it’s not a big deal, but
being on the jammer-line for the first jam makes
me nervous. Once everything is going and you
get knocked around a bit things get better. I’ve
done a lot of sports, so once I start and get into
the game it’s not bad. It’s just waiting on the line
for the whistle to blow and looking out at the
huge crowd that can get me a little nervous.
Q: Aside from your long, beautiful
dreads, how did you come up with your
derby name: Dreadly Nightshade?
A: I’m a total plant nut. I love plants. Especially
flowers. Especially wild flowers. Part of your
roller derby persona is to seem “badass” or
to have a cool name, so I thought, OK, badass
flowers? Or poky plants? So then I thought of
Belladonna, the deadly nightshade flower that

grows here. Both the flowers and the berry
are really cool. I was feeling around a bit and
researching, and I found out that it (the plant)
can either trip you out or it can kill you. So
then I fit it more to myself because of my hair,
and that one really seemed to fit.
Q: If someone wanted to have his or her
own derby name, what’s your advice on
creating one?
A: I would guess obviously whatever makes
you the most comfortable and exemplifies you.
Whatever you feel represents you. I would also
say that realize it might be shortened into a nickname, so make sure you like it. I didn’t think I
would be “Dreadly” or “Dread.” The other
thing is thinking about how long it is because
you have to put your name on everything. I get
jealous of Bam and Hot Mess when we are making shirts or anything because there are so many
more letters in “Dreadly Nightshade”.
Q: Do you think there are stereotypes
about roller derbies after the movie
Whip It? If so, what do you think these
stereotypes are and does it hold true for
you and other Hellgate Rollergirls?
A: I think the stereotypes is that the chicks
are hardcore or punk rock or rough. You
know, tattooed hard-core chicks, and I think
it’s as much true as it is not true. There is
every type of woman in roller derby. There’s
hardcore and then there are people that have
never seen a needle to their skin. And there
is non-hardcore also that don’t fit the stereotype. We have lawyers, moms, everybody.

emerald.gilleran@umontana.edu

they exert more energy to get
to their food sources.”
Think about how much energy it takes for a human to
walk through deep snow, Edwards said, much less have to
dig for food in it.
The current stability of Jumbo’s elk herd is attributed to a
number of factors, Edwards
said. The mountain’s winter
closures, which began in 1997
with the open space bond purchase, is one of those factors
that helps ensure the elk’s existence.
Hiking routes that remain
open year round include the
U.S. West trail that parallels
I-90 and the “L” trail. Other
area closures and those remaining open can be viewed
at
http://www.missoulaparks.org.
“Jumbo is one of those
things people need to share,”
Corday said. “The elk depend
on this area for survival. People
have spotted them out on their
winter range already; they’re
already out.”
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu

FRATERNITY
From page 1
is a “colony,” Fleming said.
“Being unhoused is an advantage initially,” he said.
“We don’t want people to join
just because we have a sweet
house.”
Currently, about 20 students
are going through the process
to become full members of
Phi Delta Theta. The fraternity
needs 35 members to officially
open a chapter in Missoula.
Fleming said new members
have to fill requirements including a minimum GPA of 2.5
and community service. “We
have some of the strictest membership considerations,” Fleming said.
In return, Fleming said, Phi
Delta Theta men get many advantages, like networking opportunities. “Especially for
business oriented people, it’s
an opportunity to practice
business skills,” he said.
Fleming said with the 20
current members, Phi Delta
Theta is already the third
largest fraternity on campus.
“The student community here
is not as interested in Greek
life as they once were,” Fleming said. “Our concern is the
alumni, the Greek alumni,
who come back and want to
visit.”
Simms said some potential
members told him they aren’t
‘frat-type people.’
“I say to them, this isn’t a
‘frat’ type frat,” he said.
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
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t’s a Saturday night in early November
in a warehouse on Toole Avenue. The
space has been vacant for five years, but
tonight there’s a crowd. There’s beer, punk
rock, women dressed like zombies, strippers and combinations of the two. They
have names painted on their helmets and
taped on their tattered shirts; Delicious Demon, Kamikazee Kitten, M. Kneesya, Montucky Lucky. There’s the Toothless Annies
from Spokane skating against Missoula’s
Hellgate Rollergirls, and the Annies are
ahead. And then there’s Bamphetamine’s
body slammed onto the concrete track, the
crowd heaving in a collective gasp; the 21year-old social worker laying in a graceless
heap, her chest rising and falling laboriously, her breaths short.
She’d already been injured — had suffered from a separated rib and a partially
collapsed lung during a bout in August.
The referee blows the whistle and the jam
ends. Women from both teams skate to their
benches as Bamphetamine pushes herself
back to her skates. She’s not hurt, and the
other skaters know it before the crowd does.
Many of them have been there before: hit
the track or the wall or a column wrapped
in foam, and felt the over-straining of a
quadricep, the fracturing of a collar bone,
the tearing of a meniscus. They know what
can happen in roller derby. For the women
with the quad roller skates strapped to their
feet, this is a calculated risk. For them, it’s
all worth it.
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ugust 13, 1935, twenty thoud people attended the first ofal roller derby competition at
Coliseum. The event was the
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But the biggest change in derby between
its formative years and its recent reincarnation is that it ceased to be a performance.
“It’s a show, for sure,” said Jessie Lundberg,
aka Viperella, a founding member of Missoula’s upstart Hellgate Rollergirls. “But
there is nothing staged about it.”

C

ori Mcintosh, aka PO’d Box, touches her forehead to her knees as she
stretches her hamstrings before a
Wednesday evening practice. She’s wearing
a short skirt over striped tights and a homemade jersey with her derby name stenciled
on the back. Her 3-year-old daughter, Kaidyn, dances shyly among the other skaters
stretching on the track floor.
Box, as her teammates call her, is the
coach for the night’s practice. Wednesdays
are “fresh meat” nights during which women are invited to come and try out derby
without committing to the usual monthly
membership dues. Box joined the Rollergirls six months ago, and she attributes her
quickly acquired skill to a life spent performing ballet and jazz dancing. “Balance
is important and so are the muscle groups
you use in dancing. It’s definitely been an
advantage.”
Box pushes herself off the track on the
toe of her skate. She is graceful and weaves
smoothly around women strapping on
kneepads and buckling chinstraps. She
stops and instructs better stretching tech-

nique. After roll call, she begins practice
with a simple endurance drill. Skaters are
to circle the track for two minutes before
dropping to the concrete and completing
ten push-ups. Then they switch directions,
skate for two minutes, and drop for 10 situps. “We’re going to do this until I say
when to stop,” she said smiling.
The women begin skating. Some glide
easily around, teetering only occasionally.
Other women topple repeatedly, usually
landing on their backs in a commotion of
flailing arms and spinning wheels. “They’ll
all need to learn to fall forward,” Box explained, “to land on their pads.”
The drill continues and women begin to
drop out. Faces that were fresh and bright
with expectation minutes before are now
flushed and bleary. Less than half of the
women that began the drill are still on the
track when Box finally says it’s time to stop.
They are 20 minutes through a two-hour
practice.

D

erby is about speed: Two teams of
five Rollergirls each skate around
an oval track. To score points, a
team must get their “jammer,” a skater identified by a star on the helmet, from the back
of the pack to the front. A point is awarded
for every opposing player the jammer is
able to pass within a two minute “jam.”
Derby is about strength: As jammers enter the pack, blockers can use their shoul-

ders and hips to move other blockers out of
the way. Skaters can’t use their elbows or
hands, and they can’t trip, but they are allowed to hit as hard as they can. It’s best to
knock the other player off the track.
Derby is about endurance: A bout is divided into two 30-minute periods. Aside
from a 20-minute halftime, competitors are
only afforded seconds between the twominute jams.
Derby is about strategy: In order for a
jammer to move through the pack successfully, all the blockers must be on the same
page, skating and thinking together. Blocks
are only useful if they are sequential; one
pass must lead to another pass. Success
comes from working together.

P

O’d Box is a bouting member of
the Rollergirls. This means she has
passed the Women’s Flat Track Derby Association’s (WFTDA) practical criteria
(the rule book is twenty-four pages long)
for safe competition. The Rollergirls have
about 28 practices each month. Members
are required to attend six. In September,
Box attended 21.
Box, 26, is a supervisor for the U.S. Postal
Service. She works from 11 p.m. until 9:30
a.m. five nights a week. When she attends a
Rollergirls practice, almost all of which are
at night, her day is just beginning. “I usually get about four hours of sleep,” she said,

continues on next page

Clockwise from top left
A Hellgate Rollergirl rests after the bout
against Spokane’s Toothless Annie’s on November 6.
Jennifer Hendrickson (Darby Smash) takes a
fall as the Toothless Annie’s jammer skates
by. The Hellgate Rollergirls lost 146-81.
D’et Green (aka Mad Moxie) and Laura Cahill
(Lola Botomizer), the coaches for Hellgate’s
bout against the Toothless Annie’s look at
each other after the Rollergirls debut bout in
Missoula has ended.
Cori Mcintosh (PO’d Box), skating as the
Hellgate jammer rolls past the rest of the
pack to try and earn some points for her
team.
Taylore Beckman (Booya Bootay, left) collides with a blocker from the Toothless Annies.

tightening her wrist guard. “I honestly
don’t know what I did before derby.
These women are amazing. Competing is
amazing. I’m happier because of it.”
There is no mold for a derby girl. Of the
over sixty active members of the Hellgate
Rollergirls, there are mothers, lawyers,
waitresses, social workers, bartenders,
estheticians and retail managers. Some
are college students, some have master’s
degrees and some haven’t been on a campus for twenty years. “The only thing we
don’t have is a doctor,” said Night Mare,
the head of recruiting for Rollergirls and
a manager at Red Robin. “We could really
use a doctor.”
Though the women of the Rollergirls
lead varied lives away from the track,
their reasons for coming to the track are
similar. “These women all wanted something different,” said Viperella. “There is
no place like this, where women can come

and be physical and be themselves. It’s totally unique.”
Kitty Bellicose, a paralegal who admits
she was the “shy girl” until she joined
derby, said, “There’s not a lot of places
women can be strong and not be seen
as a bitch. We can do that.” And Darby
Smash, a mother and working cosmetologist, echoes the sentiment: “Most women
finish the day, and you know, you’re gonna’ cook some dinner. But we get to put
on underwear over fishnets and skate. It’s
empowering.”
The Hellgate Rollergirls are organized by women, coached by women and
owned by women. There is no profit to
be shared (they recently raised money for
the Missoula Food Bank), and any decisions pertaining to the league are made
by boards comprised of active members
who are all skaters. “When we started, we
had to drive to Spokane to practice. Then

we skated in the parking lot underneath
Orange Street down by the river. Then
in the gym at Target Range,” said Viperella as she sits on the sideline, watching
practice. “And now we’d be in trouble if
the fire marshal knew how many people
were at our last bout… It feels like a success.”

I

t’s a Saturday night in early November and people are lined up outside
the old warehouse on Toole Avenue.
The crowd is motley: There are cowboy
hats, neck tattoos, pierced noses, lips and
eyebrows; there are people with cameras
around their necks, people with children
on their shoulders; there’s the manager of
a local taproom, the DJ from a radio show,
a master’s student in English Literature;
there are people fisting tall cans of PBR,
others clutching the hands of friends or

lovers they try not to lose in the crowd.
Three hours from now, after they have
all left and the music is turned down; after skate laces have been loosened, knee
pads unstrapped and fake blood washed
away; after the warmth of a thousand
bodies and the musk of adrenaline and
sweat finally dissipates from the airy
open space of the warehouse, the women
of the Hellgate Rollergirls will have a seat,
drink a beer, and then start to clean it all
up. There’s a lot to do. There’s the mopping of floors and the returning of rental
equipment and the accounting of funds.
And already there’s the next bout to plan.
There’s no time to rest. There’s practice
on Monday. There’s a recruiting meeting,
and a journalist is coming to interview
anyone who is willing to talk. And they’re
all willing to talk. It’s their league.
jamie.rogers@umontana.edu

Amara Williams (Dreadly Nightshade, right) skates away from the penalty box with the Toothless Annie’s jammer. Many of the Hellgate Rollergirls used to practice in Spokane and were good friends with their competitors.
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It’s been fun Missoula
by Troy Warzocha

Well, Missoula, this is it.
After taking dozens of exams, reading a slew of pointless
books (Renaissance Diplomacy,
anyone?) and accumulating so
many parking tickets that you’d
think my windshield celebrates
breast cancer awareness month
all year, my college career is finally coming to an end.
My dreams of being a career
student have been dashed. Not
by my own choice, mind you,
but by a federal government
that refuses to further contribute to my massive debt.
It’s odd to think that in two
weeks I’ll no longer be able to
use homework as an excuse to

seclude myself and play Call of
Duty. With any luck, I’ll come
up with a new excuse in the interim.
Regardless, as I try to temper my excitement for never
having to deal with another
8 a.m. class ever again, it is
hard to think that in moving
forward I will actually be able
to go out and enjoy the spring
weather without having a 25page policy analysis paper on
the Toxic Substances Control
Act hanging over my head.
Strange days indeed.
Without a doubt, the scariest part of graduating (outside
of the 50 years of student loan

payments) is not knowing what
the future holds. With that in
mind, I’ve found myself trying
to appreciate the present.
As someone who had never
been to Missoula, coming out
here from Connecticut on a
whim six years ago was a huge
risk and a real joke to my family. Hell, I couldn’t even live on
Long Island for three months
without getting tired of it and
tucking tail back to the Nutmeg State.
But when I got to Missoula
and started my career at UM, I
really fell in love with it.
The breweries, the mountains (for disc golf), the rivers

(for drinking), the music and
the people have all had a major impact in my life. I’ve met
my future wife here, and it’s
impossible to imagine where I
would be without her making
sure that I don’t act like an idiot
all the time.
The fall foliage is gorgeous,
the winter reminds me of
home, the spring is a breath of
fresh air and the summer is just
sublime.
Although I could do without
UM’s wretched parking system, the miles of Lommasson
bureaucratic red tape, the awful drivers who fail to use turn
signals, the hipsters, the trustafarians, the bicyclists who believe they are exempt from traffic laws and pretty much any
other group that stops me from
driving down 6th street at 45
miles an hour so I can be only
10 minutes late to class, Missoula is still a pretty cool place.
Believe me, it’s better than
Connecticut.
Initially, my decision to land

in the Garden City had everything to do with the school’s
reputation, athletically. The
Grizzlies are winners more often than not. And for someone
that wants to make sports writing their career, writing about
the Grizzlies is nothing short of
a blessing.
It’s been an honor to write
about sports in a town that
cares (and almost cares too
much) about them, and no
matter where I end up, I will
always have a special spot for
Missoula for that reason.
If you were born in Missoula
and still live here, cheer up. It’s
a pretty kick-ass place.
If you are like me and taking
it all in while finishing school,
enjoy it while it lasts because
you never know where you’ll
end up when it’s all over.
And if by chance you end
up in Middletown, Conn., tell
my family the whole Missoula
thing worked out.
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu

BASKETBALL

Grizzlies kick slow start, power to victory
over Cal State Fullerton

A.J. Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
On Tuesday night in Dahlberg Arena, the Montana Grizzlies basketball team showed
little resemblance to the squad
that racked up 47 first-half
points against Idaho a week
ago.
But that was just the first
half.
In Montana’s nonconference
game against Cal State Fullerton, the home team started
slow — just 23 points in the
first half — before roaring to a
75–67 come-from-behind victory.
The Grizzlies (3–2) locked
up the win with timely steals
and shots from sophomore

guard Will Cherry and spoton passes from the hands of
junior forward Derek Selvig.
Selvig, who struggled from the
field shooting about 30 percent,
went to his most reliable skill to
salvage the game: passing.
The 7-foot Glendive native
launched two of his most perfect passes in the game’s weaning moments, sending the ball
the length of the court to a fastbreaking Cherry. When Cherry
got behind the defense on an
in-bounds with the Griz lead-

ing by just six points, Selvig
called upon his days as a high
school quarterback.
Actually, he said, these
passes were better than any he
threw on the gridiron
“I was probably the worst
quarterback ever,” Selvig said.
“I might have had the state record for interceptions.”
But not on this night. Selvig’s full-court toss landed in
Cherry’s hands and resulted in
an easy layup and a pair of free
throws.

“That’s something that
me and Derek work on,” said
Cherry, who tied a career-high
for points in the contest with 24
while playing all 40 minutes to
go with seven steals. “All I have
to do is look at Derek, make eye
contact and he knows where
I’m going to be.”

The second-half fireworks
followed a relatively unimpressive first half for the Grizzlies.
The team hit only 25 percent
of its shots before the break,
half of its second-half output,
including one of 10 from the
three-point arc.
See BASKETBALL, page 12
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Fire on ice

Pissed?

Pleased?

UM women’s hockey team starts season hot Petrified?
Taylor W. Anderson
Montana Kaimin
It takes a special breed to
wake before six in the morning, strap on a pair of skates
and step onto an ice rink for
an hour of hockey practice.
With limited ice time available and the difficulty of
scheduling practices at a time
that works for every player,
the women’s hockey team has
fwe other options.
The squad practices once
a week before sunup on the
outdoor rink at the Glacier
Ice Rink. Coassistant captain
Jackie
Coffin says no
one has an excuse to miss
the morning
skates.
The team
plays once a
week in the
women’s advanced Glacier Hockey
League,
the
highest skill
level in an annual league
run by the ice rink.
The team’s next game is
this Thursday at 7:45 p.m.
against Missoula’s U19 team
— players must be under the
age of 19.
Head coach Devin Schmit
said starting center Sarah
Midthun won’t be playing for
the Grizzlies in the matchup,
but she’s not benched or injured.
“[She’s] actually the coach
of that team, so she’s not going to be playing that game,”

“

Schmit said. “We’re going
to be coaching against each
other.”
Schmit has played hockey
for about 12 years in Montana
and Canada. He volunteered
as assistant coach last year
before taking over the paid
head role this season.
“It’s rare to find a team of
girls like this,” he said. “This
year is going to be the catalyst, because if we go undefeated, that could cause a
boom from people that notice.”

to do because of the schools’
remoteness compared to others.
Schmit said he hopes to
line up games against teams
from Alaska and to schedule more games with Eastern Washington — an ACHA
member — and certified
teams. Until then, the team
plays women GHL teams like
the Schweishenagles and the
Frost.
Since its first season as a
club team with the university
10 years ago, the squad has
seen growth
in
players
skill
levels,
participation
and competition.
This
year the team
is receiving
more
funding from the
u n i v e r s i t y,
which
Coffin says helps
keep the cost
affordable for
players.
Devin Schmit, head coach the“We
get the
same amount
Schmit hopes the success as the men’s team,” she said.
of this season will continue, “We just made it into tier one,
and that in the future the last year we were tier two,”
team can join the Ameri- meaning the team receives
can Collegiate Hockey As- the most money the school
sociation, an organization can give to a club sports team.
that gives national credibilThe team uses its funding
ity and allows teams to play to keep the generally high
equally matched collegiate costs of playing hockey at a
squads. In order to join, how- minimum — about $275 per
ever, the team needs to play skater for the year. The monthe required amount of cur- ey goes towards ice-time,
rent ACHA members, which which runs about $200 an
The University of Montana hour, gear and a stipend to
doesn’t have the opportunity coach Schmit.

“It’s rare to find a team of girls
like this. This year is going to be
the catalyst, becuase if we go
undefeated, that could cause a
boom from people that notice.”

”

The team is allowed to roster 15 players for each game,
meaning three of the 18 total
members must sit out each
game.
“The biggest thing this
year is that we’ve got so
many girls with more than 10
years of experience,” Schmit
said. “They can really skate,
and a lot of them used to play
with boys, so they got really
good.”
The Grizzlies are 8–0
this year, including routs
over two-year-old Eastern
Washington 10–1 and 12–0,
and four wins on the way
to a tournament victory in
Wenatchee, Wash.
taylor.anderson@umontana.edu

Write a letter
to the editor
or a guest column.
Letters should be 300
words
or fewer, and columns
should be about 700
words. Please e-mail both
to
opinion@montanakaimin.
com,
or drop them off
in Don Anderson Hall 208.
Make sure to include
a phone number.
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Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
Montana freshman Kareem Jamar rips the basketball away
from Cal State Fullerton’s Orlando Brown (14) Tuesday night at
Dahlberg Arena. The Grizzlies beat the Titans 75–67.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
COMPUTERS
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2010. Student discounts! 136 E
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins
251-6611
FOR SALE
ReTHINK, ReUSE, ReNEW Your
Style with Gently Pre-Loved Clothing,
Shoes, Purses and Accessories at DejaNu
Consignment Boutique. Located behind
Walgreens on Brooks in the Stephens
Center. Visit us on the web at dejanustyle.
vpweb.com.

montanakaimin

Office Staff

Luckily, the defense remained
strong, keeping the score close
enough for a rally. Montana
swiped 10 balls from the Titans
on the way to forcing 17 turnovers. The Griz also out-blocked
Fullerton 11–1, with six swats
coming from senior center Brian
Qvale.
“We
were
getting
outscrapped in the first half,” said
fifth-year Montana coach Wayne
Tinkle of his offense. “[At halftime], we said that doesn’t happen to us, especially when we’re
at home.”
A seemingly fatigued group
of players dragged themselves
into the locker room for halftime,
where Tinkle made plenty of midgame adjustments. With such poor
three-point shooting, Tinkle threw
emphasis to the inside post game
and the 6-foot-11 Qvale. The big
man hit seven of nine shots and
put up 10 points in the second half
before fouling out with just over a
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minute and a half left in the game.
And once the team broke
out of its scoring shell, more
than doubling its points by the
10-minute mark of the second
frame, free throw shooting took
over. Montana knocked down
just two-thirds of its attempts
from the stripe, but came up big
with 20 made free throws in the
second 20 minutes.
“I still don’t like our percentage, but at least we made them
going down the stretch,” Tinkle
said.
“Getting to the free throw
line … that’s what really calmed
me down and got me comfort-

kiosk

able out there,” said Cherry, who
picked up 10 points from the
line. “Once you see the ball going into the net, it gets you in a
groove.”
Cherry said seeing the ball
drop through the hoop, even if
shot from the free throw line
when nobody’s guarding him,
helps him line up his shots for
live action. And as the game went
on and more and more one-point
shots made their target, Cherry’s
field goal percentage continued
to benefit. The Oakland, Calif.,
guard started just one of seven
from the field, before ending on
a six of 12 tear.

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.20 per 5-word line/day

anthony.mazzolini@umontana.edu

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.30 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

NEED CHRISTMAS CASH? Join the
Holiday season team at The Shipping
Depot, Montana’s business services leader.
Exciting retail environment, challenging
work, lots of customer contact. Copy-FaxPack-Ship-eBay, no experience necessary,
paid training provided, regular part-time
employment opportunities available for
exceptional associates. Flexible
scheduling, morning and afternoon hours
available. APPLY IN PERSON weekdays,
10 am to 5pm, at The Shipping Depot,
2120 S. Reserve, by Rosauer’s.

Need website built contact yakkyflier@
gmail.com Respond with website in
subject line.
Paid Legislative Advocate Internship
in Helena. Be MontPIRG’s lobbyist in
Helena for the 2011 legislative session and
make sure decision makers pay attention
to the public. $3000 for the semester plus
housing in Helena provided. All Students
welcome to apply. To Apply send a resume and cover letter to pedro@montpirg.
org. For more information call 243-2908”
PERSONALS
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL
2011 “A student next to me put in a chew
and continued to spit in a cup all class.”
UM Student

STRESS MANAGEMENT SEMINAR!
Finals are right around the corner! Come
to this FREE seminar and learn some techniques for better stress management. . Part
one: Thursday Dec. 2, Part two Thursday
Dec. 9th from 5:30-7:00 in room 073 at
the Curry Health Center. To sign up call:
243-4711.
SERVICES
Look and feel your best for the
holidays with an inexpensive facial at
the Montana Academy of Skin Care.
Waxing*Make-up Application*Back
Treatments*Demagogical
Products*Holiday Specials*Gift
Certificates. Don’t delay-call today.
www.MontanaAcademyofSkinCare.com

Call 830-3261
A Plus editing by real writer 396-4544
20% off bikini wax Kara Shear Perfection
UC Center 721-1166
Organic body waxing, facials, permanent
makeup, Kara Shear Perfections 721-1166
MISCELLANEOUS
If your GPA is 3.5 or higher, you’re invited
to join Golden Key, a campus and
community organization. Goldenkey.org
PARTY!
YETI @The TopHat Tonight $3
SONG OF THE DAY
Depeche Mode - “Enjoy the Silence”
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